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Amendments to the Specification 



V 



Please amend paragraphs 0009 and 0016 of the Substitute Specification as 
shown below in marked form: 

[0009] In other situations, mechanical clamping techniques are also known, 
including the use of fasteners like staples or other clamping structure. Such 
mechanical systems have the general advantage that they do not require complex 
bonding equipment such as thermal and/or ultrasonic generators and controls or 
adhesive dispensing and applying devices and controls. However, a mechanical 
clamping system itself may [, on tho other hand,] require complex alignment and 
control mechanisms instead. Examples of mechanical attachment techniques are 
disclosed in US patent nos. 5,374,458 and 5,080,094 and in published international 
applications WO 96/1 1 594 and 96/282 17. The biggest concern when utilizing a 
mechanical fastener or clamping system is the creation of an effective seal, i.e. one 
that will not permit a significant quantity of any contaminant to pass that is otherwise 
intended to be excluded by the filtration material to which the component is attached. 
This problem may vary depending on where on the mask, for example, the component 
is attached (such as, for example, directly in front of the users user's nose as 
contrasted with a point off to the side). Moreover, certain mechanical clamping 
methods may not only require the provision of an additional fastening component, but 
also may also require additional alignment and fastener or clamp manipulation steps. 



[0016] The a formention e d aforementioned advantages of the present invention 
can be achieved by providing a component and a web comprising filtration material, 
wherein the component is attached to the web that includes first and second major 
surfaces and an aperture; and the component comprises a base that is located against 
the first major surface of the material and an extension member that extends from the 
base through the aperture and has a deformed portion thereof that has been turned 
back toward the base portion with at least a part thereof located against the second 
major surface of the fluid filtration material so as to mechanically clamp the 
component in fluid-tight relationship to the material. Preferably, the filtration 
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component in fluid-tisnt relationship to the material. Prefembly, the filtration 
material is at least son«what compressed in the attached state of the component and 

web. 
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